RH Freight in favour of Pay as You Drive Scheme
Ian Baxter, the Managing Director of Nottingham based RH Freight believes that the government’s proposed Pay as You Drive scheme is good news for all road users.

Speaking about the revolutionary scheme, Ian said: I think that this is definitely the best solution for reducing congestion on our roads. It should work well as long as it is applied to every vehicle, private and commercial, British or foreign. 

It is a much fairer form of taxation and will ensure that businesses and individuals think about their journeys more carefully. It should result in a more even spread of journeys, particularly for commercial vehicles and this will not only be good for anyone using the roads, but it also has to be better for the environment as well.

Despite being in favour of the scheme, Ian believes that there are some issues that need to be addressed in order for the scheme to work successfully. 

At RH, we are currently paying several million pounds a year to the government by way of road tax and fuel duty. I hope that under this new scheme we won’t see the burden of taxation increasing. I also feel strongly that the money raised should be ring-fenced for improving the road infrastructure, because as everyone knows UK roads are struggling to meet the needs of our growing economy. 

However, overall, I firmly believe that this is a more scientific and much fairer way of charging everyone who travels by road. The technology is more or less available now. In fact, at RH, we have been using satellite tracking for several years, which means that we are already able to plot the routes taken by all of our vehicles. This scheme is an extension of this technology on a much bigger scale, but I see no reason why it shouldn’t work.



