RH CONFIRMS GROUP MD APPOINTMENT.


Nottingham-based freight and logistics specialist The RH Group has formally announced the appointment of Ian Baxter as Group Managing Director.


He takes over the role from his father, Neville Baxter, who formed the business in 1970. Neville will become Chairman. 


Our plan has always been to have in place a scheme for seamless management succession, said Neville Baxter. As I have just turned 65 the time is right for the transition to a new generation of management to be completed.


I am very proud of the business we have created and am confident that the Group has a great future under the new management team. 

RH is the largest 100 per cent family-owned, international freight operation in the UK, employing almost 650 people and with turnover in 2004 on-target to exceed £85 million. As well as Ian, Neville has three other sons in the company. 

Ian Baxter (38) was educated at the Minster School in Southwell and at Nottingham High School prior to studying law at Leeds University. After completing his law finals at Nottingham Law School, he joined Linklaters, the world’s second largest law firm, and worked for them in London and the Far East. 

In 1995, after three years in Hong Kong, he returned to the UK to join the RH Board of Directors. 

My intention now is to build on the strong foundations established over the past 34 years. We have an aggressive organic growth strategy which should see turnover rising above £100 million per annum by 2006. We are looking to open several new branch offices and are just launching a major graduate recruitment drive to increase our sales force to over 100 account managers by the end of this year. We expect this will enable us to increase consignments to over 400,000 per annum within two years.


We are also willing to consider making acquisitions where we find businesses that fit well with our plans, he said. 

The RH Group is best known for its scheduled road freight services to and from Europe. The company provides deliveries on a daily or twice weekly basis to and from over 60 depot locations in mainland Europe and the Nordic countries. Over the past year it has also expanded its services to and from Eastern Europe. 

In addition to European road freight, the company provides long haul freight forwarding and comprehensive logistics services world wide. 

It operates two major UK freight hubs, at Nottingham and West Thurrock, four additional warehouses providing over 40,000 square metres of transit and logistics facilities and 17 branch offices located at key points throughout the UK. 

The company also operates a subsidiary freight business ? Oy RH Freight AB ? in Finland with branches in Helsinki and Turku. 

In addition RH operates a Renault truck dealership and a truck rental business.




